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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

George D. Little, Director-Institute for Criminal Justice Studies- Center for Safe Communities & Schools

Texas State University

350 N. Guadalupe St, Suite 140, PMB 164

San Marcos, TX 78666

New Training Initiative for Law Enforcement Officers 
San Marcos, TX- May 30th, 2008. The Center for Safe Communities and Schools has launched a new training initiative for School-Based Law Enforcement (SBLE) officers throughout Texas. The Texas School Safety Center (TxSSC), the Institute for Criminal Justice Studies and its partners in law enforcement training and education will conduct the second statewide iteration, first for El Paso SBLE training June 16th – 20th, 2008 at Bel Air High School, in El Paso, Texas. This School-Based Law Enforcement (SBLE) Officer Certification training will train local El Paso officers on numerous areas of school safety and security.  The SBLE course is state-of-the-art, interactive and holistic training designed to train school-based law enforcement officers to become problem solvers, security and safety educators for their schools and surrounding communities. The SBLE training strategies are centered on the four phases of Homeland Security; mitigation/prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. This training will be supported by a grant from the Texas Education Agency and is the first of its kind in the state of Texas.

SBLE officers will receive specialized training for working with children in school settings.  This Basic SBLE certification training has been designed to help prepare our law enforcement and security officers to identify a threat and mitigate it before it gets to a stage of profound violence resulting in mass causalities or death. Prevention is the “Key”.  

School-Based Law Enforcement Officer Certification training is 4 weeks in length (not necessarily consecutive).  The training begins with a one week Basic course on law and juvenile justice procedures with some youth culture issues.  The next phase, Intermediate, emphasizes more school law, in-class presentations, and youth culture as well as an introduction to emergency operations and security assessments and audits.  The last two segments, Advanced and Masters, place emphasis on school safety and security, supervision of officers, and emergency management training and exercises.

For more information contact George D. Little (gl20@txstate.edu) or Abbi Mott (am42@txstate.edu) at 877-304-2727.
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